Meet Jaylene Armstrong
by:  Tara Schiro


I had a feeling I was in for a treat when I walked up to her home and saw the large amount of beautiful art pieces adorning her front doorway.  Before she opened the door, before I knew anything about her, her passion and artistic talents were speaking volumes about the woman I was about to meet.  

Jaylene invites me in with a warm smile and we sit in her living room that is more like an art studio.  Art covers every space of every wall in the form of paintings, watercolors, and photography.  Jewelry covers the glass table.  Soaking in all the eye candy it takes me a minute to gather myself into a question.  

“So, you’re a jewelry designer?” I ask.  “I design high-end jewelry.  Actually, I’m a retired art educator from Wisconsin.  I have a significant background in the elements of design using line, shape, color, texture, size.  This all works into my jewelry design.  This necklace, for example, the piece on the end is from Northern Pakistan,” she says holding up the necklace.  And indeed, the color variations of the stones, the usage of line, work together to form a gorgeous piece of art.  “When a design is created,” she continues, “it should have a rhythm that intoxicates you when you look at it—people will want to know all about it.” 

She holds up necklace after necklace, explaining each piece.  “I collect stones from all over the world.  The coins on this one are from Byrna; this is botswana agot from Botswana, Africa; here we have raw amber and over here is topaz, cinnabar, hand blown glass, fresh water pearls and carved serpentine,” she says.  They are all exquisite; each one unique and one of a kind.  There are approximately eighty pieces in her line of jewelry.  “I sell my pieces at art festivals, such as the one in Malibu which has terrific artists, Montrose which is fantastic,” and she was seen for the first time in the Santa Clarita Art Festival in November, “which was wonderful.”  She also holds exhibitions in people’s homes.

Jaylene didn’t start out as a child addicted to crayons and graduating to oil paints.  It wasn’t until she was already entrenched in college that she took an aptitude test and “scored out all over the place that I should be in art education.”  She holds both a Bachelors and a Masters in Art.  She married an art professor and was heavily influenced by him in styles and periods of art history.  Later, her interest in beads flourished and she “started taking seminars on beads, classes and so forth.  I hung out with one of the head researchers from the Smithsonian, who was also a professor of anthropology, and learned a great deal about how to choose quality beads and where to get them.  I recently attended the bead convention in Santa Monica; this was just the greatest fun ever, just a joy looking at displays from all over the world.  If I could go and spend $10,000 that would be fantastic!”  She was quick to add that going in with a budget is a much better idea, taking into consideration the size of the finished piece, what it will sell for, etc.

She tells me several times that she is retired so I finally chuckle and say I don’t see much evidence for this.  She is a painter, photographer, and designer; it turns out much of the artwork on the walls is hers.  One intriguing piece, “Fire on Pico Canyon,” was done in orange, yellow and brown watercolors.  She also does her own photography and displays them as diptych pieces that cause the eye to linger.  “David Hewbrey inspired me to do the photo collages; movement in pictures which create a new picture.  I am also inspired by Alavar and Paul Jenkins,” she says as she gives me the tour of her walls, pointing out the other artists.  

Jaylene wants to teach a course on how to look at paintings, something she did at the college level in Wisconsin and wants to bring to Santa Clarita.  “Santa Clarita lacks visual art culture.  As a member of the local Artists Association, I want to help bring an art museum to this valley.  The city is planning to build a temporary site for gallery space on San Fernando Road but this should only be the beginning of something more permanent and exciting.  I am very definitely an art advocate and I would like to see Santa Clarita become an art city.”

“I would like people to know that I’m here,” she says.  “The jewelry designs I create, these are pieces you won’t find anywhere else.”  Feeling like I’ve just been to an art appreciation class, I tell her it was an absolute pleasure to meet her; which it was.  She is a real gem!  

If you would like to view her Designer Jewelry from Exotic Lands, you can check out her web site at www.ca-productions.com/jc/ ,  email her at jaylene@ca-productions.com , or call her at 661-255-3050.
