A Voice You Know

By Tara Schiro

I must admit, when I first heard that my next assignment was The Terminator, I was pretty darn excited.  To prepare for the interview, I began rehearsing “I’ll be back” in front of the mirror while flexing my muscles and trying to look mean and cool at the same time.  It wasn’t working.  I would have to get pointers from the man himself.  However, ‘the man’ turned out to be Mark Moseley, a journeyman actor, whose voice is a dead ringer for Arnold Schwarzenegger, Eddie Murphy, and George Clooney just to name a few.

Talking with Mark is a sheer delight as he begins a sentence in his own voice, cuts in with Eddie Murphy, and then moves back into his own again without skipping a breath or missing a word.  The ease of the transition is impressive to a lay person like myself but is also indicative of his success.  He’s one of those types that “work all the time but don’t have a household name.”  A snapshot of his large list of credits include Mushu from the Mulan movies, five different animals in Dr. Doolittle 3, two characters in Shrek 2, the Dwarf Leader, Wildman, Corsair, and Orc in The Lord of  the Rings II, etc., etc., etc.  

Besides acting his own characters, he also spends much time looping (ADR) for other actors, particularly Eddie Murphy.  If a scene is shot outside, or in an area where the captured sound is of poor quality, the actors then need to go into the sound studio and re-record the voices for that scene; for the layman, this is also known as doing a voice over.  Many actors can’t get back into the studio for the looping, or would rather not bother with it, so they call Mark to impersonate their voices on screen.  He has gotten so good at his technique that during an ADR session for Arnold Schwarzenegger, the studio put an old recording of Arnold’s voice from a previous movie along side Mark’s voice on the same tract.  “This is rarely done because usually the two voices won’t match exactly.  It was a big honor,” smiles Mark.

Moseley began as a radio announcer when he was sixteen in Hattiesburg, MS.  As a DJ, one of the required obligations is to record commercials for the sponsors.  Eventually he began to get calls from car dealers wanting commercials for their newest and biggest sale (since last weekend) and then gradually moved into voiceovers for the morning show.  He has also done standup, infomercials, and commercials selling everything from Bailey’s to diapers.  A guy from Disney happened to hear Mark on the radio impersonating Eddie Murphy and the transition to Hollywood began.  Moseley first came to California in 2002 at the request of Mark Dempsy, the VP of character voices at Disney, to record Mushu.  After several trips back and forth from coast to coast, doing ADR for Eddie Murphy and recording his own characters, he finally brought his family west and settled in Santa Clarita.    

Moseley’s philosophy is that a good work ethic is much more important to him than being a household name.  He believes that an actor should prove themselves, without being demanding, and be easy to work with.  Humility, flexibility, and a non-pretentious attitude is what keeps Mark’s phone ringing for new jobs.  In Hollywood there are plenty of talented jerks; he doesn’t want to be one of them.  He wants to work hard, have a great marriage, and raise great kids, who just happen to be following in Dad’s footsteps.  His seven year old son Matthew (Matt), takes voice lessons and has had a few minor roles in independent films and three episodes of Punked.  His thirteen year old daughter Amanda (Mandy) also takes voice and acting lessons and has done a few commercials, a small independent film, and was cast in StarCamp for Nickelodeon, produced by Quincy Jones, Debbie Allen, and Nick Cannon.  StarCamp is ‘in the can’ but has yet to be released.

The kids come home from school at the tail-end of our interview and are all smiles.  Matt eventually announces that he wants spaghetti-o’s and falls off his chair several times, as seven year olds will do, and to my delight, Mandy was more than ready to serenade me at my request.  Her mom tells her to sing Amazing Grace.  I was astounded at her voice!  Mandy has lungs the size of Martina McBride but the sound is all her own.  I think I witnessed a star in the making.  I asked Mark if he has qualms about his kids getting into the business.  “No, I don’t think so.  Being in the business myself, I know the tricks of the trade, the games that are played.  I try hard to keep their feet on the ground.  We’ve turned down jobs for Mandy that we felt were too mature for her.”  


Watching Mark and his wife beam while Mandy sang was evidence that even though Mark is very passionate about his work, his true love is his family.  And although I didn’t get to meet the actual Terminator, or show off my intimidating Arnold face, I know for sure that this family will definitely ‘be back’ many times over in Hollywood, much to all our delights.
