Making a Difference

By:  Tara Schiro

“I have a problem,” Scott Schauer tells me.  “I want to jump in with both feet, so I end up getting more and more involved.”  He is speaking about being the Executive Director for the Michael Hoefflin Foundation.  There is a common thread among the stellar citizens of our community, the ones that truly make a difference.  Not only do they have some of the same character traits, such as humility, passion and a willingness to serve, but they also use their successful businesses to give back to the community. Scott Schauer certainly fits this profile, and then some.

Schauer’s ‘real job’ is as the owner of the Santa Clarita Soccer Center, an indoor soccer court that utilizes the walls as part of the game.  “I’m not cut out to be a soccer player myself, but I love to watch,” he tells me.  Sports have always been a part of his life that started with football and baseball during his childhood.  Soccer wasn’t an available choice when he was young, but years later, when his son was assigned to an abusive baseball coach, Schauer decided to find out what soccer was all about.  He signed up as a coach for his son’s team and it was during this time that he formed many of the friendships that the Hoefflin Foundation now benefits from.
He first became involved with the foundation when he volunteered to arrange a dinner/auction with the Los Angeles Galaxy soccer team in 1998. Now, eight years later, he says about being the director, “I enjoy doing this more than making money.  I have to make money, we all do to survive.  But, I get to be involved with The Michael Hoefflin Foundation. It’s a real blessing.”  
Schauer, a warm and charming man, unassuming in his demeanor, is a life long resident of the Santa Clarita Valley.  Back in the day, Schauer was the Vice President of the Student Body at College of the Canyons, something that Dianne Van Hook, the President of COC, likes to fondly remind him of. He started and ran a profitable wholesale meat company and later a produce business. And then he did something that many of our fine residents do:  he followed his dream of acting by getting his SAG card and taking classes for commercials and stand-up comedy.  When I ask for his credits he says he did “a few commercials and some stand-up at the Improv,” but quickly adds, “I assure you that the tapes are under lock and key and they’ll never see the light of day!”  We laugh.  “I then had to face reality and get back to work.  That’s when I started the Soccer Center.”
His “passions for sports and traveling” have enabled him to be an effective leader and promoter for the Michael Hoefflin Foundation.  It was through Schauer’s friendship with former Galaxy coach Sigi Schmid that the game played at COC this year between the Galaxy and the Columbus Crew took place, with 100% of the proceeds going to the foundation. “We had a section for the children with cancer and their families, about 100 of them came.  It was great to see them having so much fun,” he says.  Schauer has traveled all over the country with the Galaxy and spent a week with them in Chile’.  He attended the World Cups in France, Korea and the United States, as well as the 2002 Olympics in Atlanta, GA.   Although he travels for the sheer love of sports, each trip is another opportunity to gather partners for Hoefflin.

The Hoefflin Foundation’s biggest fundraiser of the year will take place September 15.  This year’s entertainment will be Lou Gramm, the lead singer of Foreigner. I was impressed to see some of the sports memorabilia and fabulous trips that will be auctioned off at the formal dinner; a direct result of his huge network of sports contacts.  What Schauer has done for the foundation is to bring his love for sports into an arena where it can be used to reap huge financial benefit.  In turn, the foundation can then give much needed financial support to families with children that have cancer here in Santa Clarita and the surrounding areas.  Schauer also brings added benefits such as meetings between professional teams and the children with cancer.  They get to go down to the field, or the rink, and meet the players, take pictures, etc.  “It’s really a thrill for them.”

In November of 2006, Schauer crashed on his motorcycle during the annual Love Ride, breaking both legs and one arm.  He says motorcycles are the only thing he’s been able to retire from.  “I definitely don’t heal as fast as I used to!  The accident opened my eyes to what is important and what isn’t.  I have been blessed.  I have a twenty-three year old son and he is the best thing that has ever happened to me.  I don’t pretend to know the pain these families go through but I want to stay involved.  If I can help out in any way, bring them some sort of relief in their journey, then it is all worth it.”
