Looking Back and Still Flying High

By:  Tara Schiro

Glenn Blackshaw joined the U.S. Army Paratroopers in 1955 as a way to travel around Europe.  He used his GI bill to attend college and then flying school to obtain his commercial pilot’s certificate, instrument and instructors licenses.  Now at 70 years old, he still flies his own airplane, scuba dives, and travels the world.
Glenn has owned and operated Adjustable Closet Company here in the Santa Clarita Valley for 19 years.  They are the only closet company to receive and maintain the AAA rating from the Better Business Bureau.  The secret to his success is his work ethic.  He works on the philosophy that the customer needs to be happy with his work.  Of his nine employees, eight of them are over the age of 50.  “I have much more luck with senior employees,” he says.  “They are dedicated, more serious about their work, their stable.  All employers should give seniors a chance.”  Blackshaw purposely keeps his company small to control the quality; however, he also caters to some big name clients such as Laila Ali, and Brandy to name a few.

There was only one road to come in and out of the Industrial Center back in the 80’s when Blackshaw started his business.  He has been a witness to the many changes here in Santa Clarita.  “It just seemed like a great place to work.  The people here are so friendly.  In all my years in business here, I can count on one hand the amount of times I’ve been burned by an unethical customer,” he says.
Blackshaw is married with one daughter, two grandchildren and one great-grandson.  He met his wife in Germany; she spoke no English and he spoke no German but it was love at first sight!  They used body language to communicate and had an interpreter at the wedding ceremony.  Her father owned a milk company so Glenn took a job as a truck driver to learn German.  Glenn’s wife later learned English by watching American Band Stand on television.  “After I learned German and we could actually have a conversation, we still liked each other!”  Fifty years later, he and his wife continue to travel all over the world.
One of Blackshaw’s many credits is the program he and actor Lloyd Haynes (Room 222 fame) ran for five and a half years in the late 70’s and early 80’s called “ETA,” Education Through Aviation.  Many of the students of the program were on the verge of being high school dropouts.  Through ETA, the students went to ground school, were given flying lessons, and went on field trips to places like the Chino Air Museum and Nasa in northern California.  They were also fortunate to have high profile mentors in the program like Al Worden, the commander of Apollo 15 that went to the moon.  Blackshaw obtained his teaching credential and backing from the LA school district so that the students would get classroom credit for graduation.  The overwhelming majority of the students went on to become engineers, pilots and air traffic controllers.

“My advice to young people today is to set goals and objectives, enjoy each and every day, and do your best at whatever field you choose.  Travel and see our beautiful country first, and then go see the rest of the world.”    

